October 1, 2009 MAC Meeting Notes
7:30 pm

SC ETV

Al called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

We had a moment of silence for Joe Bartee, who passed away recently.

Introduction of Board Members.

Jim M. provided refreshments. 

Treasurer’s Report

Mary reported the club has $1,047.35 in its account.

Observing Report

The club’s Fall Cookout is scheduled for October 17th. A head count is needed by Friday, October 16th. The club will furnish hamburgers, hotdogs and assorted fixins. Those attending the cookout are asked to bring a side dish.

The November club meeting will be a busy one, with election of Officers for 2010.

It was noted that the Christmas meeting will be held at the Golden Corral restaurant at 5300 Forest Drive. 

Main Program
Doug L. provided the main program on appropriate clothing for winter observing. He brought a number of examples of clothing needed to keep warm in the winter. Highlights included: start with a good base layer, add layers as dictated by the temperature. He noted that hunting clothes are typically good for keeping warm. Buy last year’s clothes at lower prices to save money. 

Polar Tech and Under Armour are good brands. He recommends wearing liner socks instead of cotton socks. Make sure boots have thick soles to increase the distance between your feet and the ground. Hooded swearshirts are recommended. There are different styles of gloves – fingerless, exposed trigger finger, or ones that allow you to remove your fingers through a slit across the palms. Depends on your preference. 
Whatever you pay for clothes, Doug assured us it was “worth every dollar”. 

Briefly discussed heaters, such as the Little Buddy and the Big Buddy. 

Hap showed a video of what is visible this quarter of the year. 

Hap also did a program on Star Clusters. There are several different types of star clusters – Open, stellar associations, globular clusters, and extended globular clusters. 

Open clusters typically contain a few dozen to a few hundred stars. They’re 10’s of millions of years old, relatively young with respect to other clusters. They are found mostly in the galactic plane. The Pleiades (M45) in a example of an open cluster. 

Stellar associations are clusters with same relative motion together. Ursa Major is an example. 

Globular Clusters are approximately 100 light years (ly) in diameter with 10,000 to 10 millions members. They orbit around a host galaxy. Some are captured from galactic mergers. They’re typically very old and contain hydrogen and helium. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.

